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laws for the freedmen. There was no discussion 01
negro suffrage in the conventions, but President
Johnson sent what was for him a remarkable com-
munication to Governor Sharkey of Mississippi:

If you could extend the elective franchise to all persons
of color who can read the Constitution of the United
States in English and write their names, and to all per-
sons of color who own real estate valued at not less than
two hundred and fifty dollars and pay taxes thereon,
you would completely disarm the adversary and set an
example the other States will follow. This you can do
with perfect safety, and you would thus place South-
ern States in reference to free persons of cdlor upon
the same basis with the free States. . . . And as a
consequence the radicals, who are wild upon negro
franchise, will be completely foiled in their attempts
to keep the Southern States from renewing their rela-
tions to the Union by not accepting their senators
and representatives.

In deciding upon a basis of representation it was
dear that the majority of delegates desired to
lessen the influence of the Black Belt and pluce the
control of the government with the "up country."
In the Alabama convention Robert M. Pattern,
then a delegate and later governor, frankly avowed
this object, and in South Carolina Governor Perry
urged the convention to give no consideration to
negro suffrage, "because this is a white man's